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Je that as it may; the burning of the buildings left no assets for the company except 7o feet of valu-
able ground, worth something over $40 per front foot, or about $3,000—an equitable division of this
property would have given the Masons $300,and the Odd Fellows $350. 300 shares at $10 per share
comes to $3,000——the assumed value of the lot.  Mr. Bayless contended that the lot was not worth
$3,000; and with his usual bluff agreed to give or take §5 per share; of course, he had no idea that
any one would take him up and he would not have agreed to it if they had; the result was, his blull
as usual, carried the day, and he got the shares at §i5 each—$150 for the Masons and $1 75 for the
Odd Fellows. Counting the capital stock of the Association at $8,500, the lodges got less than 18 cts.
on the dollar for their stock. Now this is a great and sore calamity to the T.odges, a nd somebody ought
to be responsible for it. 'The Captain of the outfit says he is not, and if he is not, it passes my com-
prehension to tell who is, if Mr. Bayless is the great and successful business man that he says he is,
and _rings out the too cents on the dollar in all his undertakings ; he certainly got a Waterloo of de-
feat in managing the business of this unfortunate Association.

Mr. Bayless next discusses the fraudulent or forged deed, and he says some old farmer changed
the Range, and the Recorder is as much to blame as he was, because he filed it.  Ts it possible that
Mr. Bayless has been in the abstract business ten years and is 50 1gnorant as not to know that the
Recorder has no authority to pass on the “validity’”’ of an instrument, hut must record everything of-
fered for Record that is acknowledged before a proper officer?  "I'o give him the power of rejecting
:mylhing he wanted to, would be almost as ahsolute power as Mr Bayless tries to exercise in Barry
County — the Courts alone can pass on the validity of a deed that is gotten up in the forms of law.
We would like for Mr. Bayless to tell us if it was the old farmer that pasted over Mr. Hobbs' certifi-
cate of the first record of the deed, and if it was the farmer, or Mr. Bayless, that said on the streets of
Cassville, that no one would ever get to see that deed ?

_Mr. Bayless next touches upon the abstract question. He never wanted any one to furnish a
certificate that he had a true and correct set of abstracts for Barry County.  He could make more
money with them as they are. We do not know how he could do it, unless, as they are he could
change them to suit himself; whereas in the other case the law might throw some restraint on him.
Nevertheless he tried very hard to Deat every candidate that would not sign his petition to have
them legalized.

Mr. Bayless next treats us to the history of his political campaign in 1878, how he got 359
majority and T only 61. He does not tell the people that he had only one opponent and 1 two—a
Republican who got 726 votes, a Greenbacker 309, and myself 1096, or 61 over both. The Green-
backers had only a partial ticket in the fleld, and Mr. Bayless had no (reenback opponent, but is it
not a little strange that Mr. Bayless should have been elected by so large a majority in 1878, and the
ouly man that was beat in 1880, even the Judge of the Fastern District pulling through?  General
Jackson used to say that the sober second thought of the people was always right; the people clected
John by a large majority, when they did not know him : after they found him out they did not want
any more of him.

Mr. Bayless next compares me Benedict Arnold. Now what sense or point is there in
any such rot as this; ifa man wants to make an.ass of himself by talking giberish and nonsense, why
does he not seek a community of idiots and not an intelligent community to display himself.  What
similarity is there between the character of Benedict Arnold and myself 2 Arnold wasa traitor to his
friends, and country. What friends, or what partv, or what country, did I ever betray? It goes with-
out saying that I have done more hard work, and more unselfish work for the Democratic Party of
Barry County than any man in it. Bayless must surely have meant to compare himself to Arnold, as
he of late years generally sits on the fence during a political contest, and at the close tumbles over to
the winning side. :

He next takes up the subject of “Baylessism.”” He says it means progress, industry and paying
100 cents on the dollar. This is the side of the picturs to he exhibited to the simple minded. The
hard-fisted yeomanry of the country look at it from a different stand-point. They think it means only

18 cents on the dollar when the victim can.t help himself, tha it means bogus warranty deads, black-
mail for title, tampering with old deeds, which the law says is forgery, land piracy, a trampling under
foot of the laws of the land, and establishing a one man despotism over the people.  These are some
of the reasons why the people of Barry County detest “ Baylessism”™ or 1l gotten wealth, and why they
are determined to overthrow it.

He next discusses the McConnel or Cemetery road, and here the Dbrass in his face is more re-
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plﬂs‘i\'(‘ than ever. He says by the McConnell deed the twenty feet reverted to him; but the deed
said when it ceased to be used as a cemetery road. Bayless fenced it up himself and claimed that it
had ceaseed to be used. It is as if a father was to promise hisson a legat\ at his death, and the son
kills him to hasten the legacy. Does Mr. Bayless think any Court of Justice in the land would sanc-
tion such conduct as his! No! ‘The cemetery had lain there for ﬁnv years without any protectior,
trusting to the charity and honesty of the people to_take care of it. avless found it without direc-
tors or trustees to take care of it, or legs ally take its part. In this defenseless condition, it could no
more defend itself against the veteran land «rrahbu than Mary’s little lamb could defeud 1tsse]f against
a hungry wolf. But the end is not yet, as Mr. B ayless thinks; the people are going to have a say so
in that matter, and their wiLL, will be carried out.

Next he has something te say about my doing business for Uncle Billy Farle; that Uncle Billy
deposited money in my S'lfe, and could not get 1t“hen he called for it. and he ‘rhourfht of prosecuting
for embezzlement. Now this is one of Bayless’ infernal lies; the low down s(oun(he] knowing that he
has no character himself, tries to blacken other people’s good name. 1In the first place, I never had
any safe the whole time I was in business in Cassville, and in the next Uncle Billy Earle or no one
clse ever deposited a dollar with me “on call’” but what he got it when he demanded it. 1 never
used any of his money except what I gave my note for and mld interest on. In January 1879, as 1
was lm\m«7 for the Legislature (re\'mnu session of nearly five months), we had a settlement and he
took my note forall that I was owing him. After T left T was told he kept his money in the county
safe; at all events, he never dcpmutul it with me any more. When I returned I paid him as much
as I could on the note, and continued to pay partial payments and interest on it, until he traded it
(it being $180 only) to Dr. Hawkins in a settlement they were nml\mq I paid Dr. Hawkins the cash
for it as soon as T could. and now have the note in my possession and have had it for several years.
“"T'his is the true statement of the mafter, and T helieve the people will believe e in preference to such
a notorious liar as Munchausen Bayless. Long after 1 quit business, Uncle Billy Earle occasionally
came to my house and took dinner with me, and always spoke of me to my friends in the highest terms
praise —a thmg he would not have done had there been any truth in B.wlus statement. And now
Mr. Bayless, as T believe, you have had some experience yourself in the “embezzlement’ business;
we will have a “show-down” from you. A few years ago, it is said a prominent county official de-
pmuul a sum of money with you *‘on call.” and when he went to get it, it was $roo short: You
could not, or would not, give any satisfactory explanation of the deficit, and he told you to your teeth
that vou bad stolen it, and gave you such a cursing as no man before ever had in Cassville, aud you
submitted to it, because you knew you were guilty and deserved it. I think by the time I get through
with you, you will need some of that “bear’s oil’” oil on your own head.

Bayless says in his disertation on paying debts, “pay what youcan at the time of failare and the
balance as soon as you can; anything else 1s a loathsome repudiation.” What a pity it is he did
not take this rain-bow view of the case, when he was crowding the Odd Fellows and Masons to the
wall and paying them only 18 cts, on the dollar on the whole investment, or paying them $150 and
$175 for their Interest in the real estate of the Association, when he knew very well it was worth
double, at least, what he paid them. He snarls at me for not looking after the business of the Associ-
ation, when he knows, or could know, that I have held no office in the Lodge for 15 years: he knows
further that his firm  held 235 out of the 300 shares of the Association, and they could have con-
trolled it in any way they saw fit, and it was their business to look after and protect its interest.

A great writer has said, “never have a controversy with a liar; for it never settles anything, and
there is no end to it; he can tell them faster than you can run them down, for itis his peculiar trade,
and he will always have the last ‘you are another’. ® The great trouble with Mr. Bayless is, that he
has now, and for a long time | 1as had, a most ageravated attack of “big head.” "Some one to flatter
him has told him that he was a good writer, and that has set him to scribbling, and he has not got
sense enough to know when he ought to quit.  The facts are, the hie has aot the first clements of a
coutroversialist ; he has not the natural ability, he has not the education, and he has not got the equa-
ntmity of mind to engage in controversy; he has no fund of knowledge to draw on. and relies entirely
on drivel and ribadlry to gain his cause—which always fails with sensible pcm)le For these and other

causes he will always be a failure when he attempts to write ; but whether he continues to write ornot,
he should abandon “land piracy and lying” —that will ruin any man. Satan was the first “land pirate
and liar:” by Iyving to our first parents he caused them to lose their beautiful and happy home in
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paradise, and ““land piracy and lying” have been a bad business ever since, and everybody ought to
shun those two great sins

Mr. Bayless theft of the cemetery road was the last straw that broke the camel's back ;
it was so outrageously illegal, sucl a flagitious outrage. that it caused the people to look in-
to and examine more closely his methods of doing business; and the result has been. a uni-
versal condemnation of his conduct.

In all his letters he throws poverty at me, and says also that I am an aristocrat. In re-
gard to the first T shall not palliate or dény it—contenting myself cheerfully in an humble
sphere, prefering it. with conscious rectitude of conduct. ratiier than to have acqnired ill-
gotten, stolen wealth with which to oppress my fellow-man. As to his other charge of aris-
tocracy. that is as far fetehed and as ill appropriate as his calling me Benedict Arnold ; for
from my earliest manhood T have been an earnest believer in the principles of the Christian
Religion, and the Brotherhood of Mankind; 1 was taught by pious parents to do unto my
neighbor as I would have him do unto me, and to be kind and courteous to all men. These
principles have been the rule and guide of my faith and practice thus far through life, and
will, T trust, continue so to the end.

Mr. Bayless is very much distressed at my giving in my house and lot at only $400,
though this is fully as high a valuation as others put on their property of the same class—
lionses larger and better than mine have been given in at $350. But why does he not practice
what he preaches, The capital stock of the Barry County Bank, is §10.000; and he gives it
in at 56,606, and told a man who was talking of buying some of the shares that they were
now werth about 500 per cent., making the capital stock in his own estimation now worth
$50.000, and yet he gave it in at only 13 per cent. of that amount. His stock of merchandise
he gives in at only 310,000, when everyone knows it is worth at least $25,000. He got $8.000
‘insurance and saved at the fire $10,000 worth of goods out of the brick store alone, to say
nothing of the goods lost in the furniture department and the lumber yard. He gavein this
statement of amount on hand, before the fire, and it is official.  He is a nice chap. indeed, to
talk about other people not giving in their property.

Now in conclusion, I will that I am done witl this controversy, unless something mew
and unforeseen slhall come up that may need a reply. I undertook it for the public good, and
becanse 1 did not like to see one man act the despot and trample the law of the land under his
feet, withont at least a protest from some one. No intelligent person will say that his letters
have shown up any justification of Iiis conduct, or any reasons why the people should submit
to his lawless ontrages. He has tried to bulldoze from the outset. and run down his oppo-
nent with ribaldry and blackguardism, for e knew no sound argnment could be offered in
liis defence. The statements and allegations he has made during the controversy. have been
in almost every instance false. - 1 have shihown up from the beginning his hypocrisy, deceit,
double dealing, and attemipts to throw dust into the eves of the people. to obsnere the true is-
sues.  And now, if I have shown up Munchausen Bayless to the satisfaction of the people. 1
am more than content and happy in the thought that I have at least struck oneblow for the
overthrow of a corrupt and dangerous tyrant, and one who [ believe means toattempt the
enslavement and ruin of the people. in so far as their property is concerned.

VERY RESI"E("['F(TLH: Ly S CHAC S BI{YAN

CASSVILLE, MO., September 19th, 1893.
















