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SO;VIE fellow, who wanted to ,get his note renell'ecl, told John that his last 
paper got away with the old R eq >rder, and forthwith he swallowed til 
flattery, swelled np as tight a s a tonel, and has ( ome again to the front 

";;~ to get his dog-hide tanned into ribbons-some of his best friends say, 
!Ie "1'OOR FOOL!" But John forgo's to the front heedless of a]] ad\'ice. 

The first thing this reformer attempts to discuss, is the profits of 
the Recorder's Office. John figures ()lIt a m;ghty sum that the Recorder has 
received, without allowing anything for him to eat, any clothes to wear, any 
wood to burn , any clerk hire, an occasional bad debt. a thank you job for a 
cemetery or a church. or in fact, any otlJer caslIalty known to business-he is 
like iVIrs. Partington's young man, that got $50 per month; m ten years he 
ought to hal'e had $6,000 principal, and with compound interest, $6,000 more;• Irhen 10, and behold, he did Dot have anytning. "What an extra\'agent young 
man ," she exclaimed. When some one suggested that perhaps the poor boy 
had to clothe and feed himself-"\Vl'l L Lord me," she cried out "I had never 
thought of tha.t. ,. This is about the fix Phil o~opher Bayless is in, 

Next, the l'hilosouher alleges that Illy boy has a note in his Bank , dis· 
counted there to pay for his "education." This is \'ery thill and gauzy; you 
:He not talkjng to sycophants and hangers-on , II'ho will take at par I'alm: anI' 
nonsense you may utter; you had better take lip that card John, it will not 
win EI'crybody in this community knOll ' that is silly and f~ Ise , If 1' 0\1 He 

gOll1g to discuss Irith me, please try ll .n to lie a fnol all the tim'~ , 
The next topic my friend plac es und( r tht kno, nf I j" \\'(,hsterian intellect. 

is th~' sad calamity that befell the \I;u;'m~ and ( del l·ellOl\'s, in the bnrlling of 
the Casslillc Building :\swci:Jtion Block ; the accident occmed while Capt, 
Jiaylcss was in command of the shlJl . a nd he is not man enough to assume the 
responsillility; he is <.astinf( Ilc re and there. to fi nd some fello\\' to share the re· 
sl,onsil)ilit)' with him, anel in his extremi ty he ('lutches:1I mc. \\'e II , if I am the 
;':-;UI'PER\' " felloll' he ('ails rile ( am a very pam hold for him in time of a 
storm, Nevertheless. :15 he called upon II1C 1 will tell him all I knoll' aboHt it: 
The company c()mmenced with 3 00 shares . a t $20 each=$("ooo; Thev IJor­
TOwecl $2,500, paying it off with the di ,' i dtmd~f) f the Company, which increased 
the capital to $8,500 , or $2 Jih per sha re. The:vr asons held 30 shares=$850 ; 
the Odd Fellows 3S shares =$f) C) T. :\lr. Ravless said in the Recorder's Office 
that he had kept the insurance TlIonev out M thc dividends at the end of the 
year. but claimed that he was not respl)l1siirlc . notwithstanding he and his firm 
held ~ill of the 300 shares e Terl t th~' (I~ held h~' the \lasol1s and ( ldd FcIlOl\'s, 

~~~j . ~.IL
?,'7i~/j', 

AGAIN ON rrHE R~;\NIP~~GE! 



John i11"unchausen Bu)'hss / I. rra in on the Rampage. 

He that as it may; tIle burning of the buildings left no :lS5c!S for the company except 70 feet of valu­
8.ble ground, worth something over $40 per iron t foot, or about $3,000-<1n cquitaule division of thi s 
property would Il:lI'e given the Masons $ 300 , ant! the Odd F ellows $350, 300 sha.res at $10 pe r share 
comes to $3,000-the assumed value of the lo t. Mr. Bayless contended that the lot \\'as not \\'urth 
$3.000 ; and with his usual bluff agr ·l'd to g ive or tnk\; $ 5 per share; of course, he had no idea that 
anyone would take him up and he wo uld nut h:wt! ag reed to it if th ey h8.d: the result \\'os, his 1)lulf 
8.S lI slIal, earned the d:1Y, and he got the sh ares a $ 5 eadl - $150 for the Masons and $ 175 fur the 
Odd }\: lIol\'s , C o unting the capital stock of the ,\sso C'i1 tion ::1.t $ 8,500, the lodges got less tl1 8.n IS ds, 
on th e dollar for their stock. No\\' this is a great omlsore ca lamity to the I ,odges , and som ebody ought 
to he respo nsible for it. The Captain of the o ndi t says he i ' not, and if he is not , it passes my COIll­
preiIenslon to tell II'ho is , if 1111'. ll:tyless is the ;;rt:at ~ll1d successful business man that he says he is, 
and nngs out the [00 cents on the dollar in a ll his undertakings; he certainly got a Waterloo of dc· 
k8.t In managing th e busines~ of this unfortunate Association, 

M 1'. Bayless next dis<:lls~es th e fraudul ent or forged deed , and he says sOllle old farm e r changed 
the Rllll ge , :lnd the Recorder i~ 'IS much to bh mt' as he was, hecause he nled it. Is it possil)le th::1.t 
l\Ir. Jla ~ less has heen in thc abstract business ten years a nd is so Ignorant as not to know that the 
Recorder has no authority to p<1S~ on the "validity" of an instrument, hut 11111St record everything of­
fe red for Record that is aekn o\\'leclge<j b e fore a proper officer? To give him the IlOlrer of rejeding 
anythll1g he wanted to, would he almost as nhsolut po wer as i\lr Bayless tri es to exercise in Barry 
COllnty- th,e Courts alone can pass on the validity of a deed that is gotte n lip in th e for111 s of 1:1.,,' , 
W e 1I'0uld hke for ;'v1r. Bayless to tell us if it was the old farmer that pasted over Mr. Hoi>b, ' certin­
ca te of the first record of th e deed, a nd if it \ras the f.ul11er, or M r. Tla vless, tha t said 011 th e street!; of 
Cassvilltl, that no one \Yould ever 'et to see that de J ? . 

Mr. Hal less next touches up~n the abstract qucstion . He ne l'er lI'anted .lIlY one Lo furnish n 
c~rtir: catc that h\... had :t tI t le ;,uld CUlltl:t st:l uf alJ.,lracls for Darry C:ounty. l-fc could \"11:11..:. 1..: n) 0 1'I': 

mon ey with th em as th ey are , \Ve do not knoll' how he ('ould do it, unless, as they are he could 
change th e m to suit himself; II'he rc;l.s in the other Cl~e th e lall' might throw SOme restraint Oll him, 
Neverthe less he tried very h;lT(\ to heat el'ery Glnclidate that would not sign his pdition to ha I'l~ 
th em lega I izecl. 

Mr. Hayless next treats us to the history of his political c::lmpaign in 1878, hOlr he got 35') 
maj o rity and T only 6 r. He does not tell the people that he had only one oppunent :Jnd I tl\O- :1 
R e publiC'an \l'ho got 72(. vot es, a (;reenhacker 309, and myself J09(' , or (j J ol'cr both. The (;n:L'II ' 
hackers had only a ]J8.rtial ticket in the fJeld, and iVIr. Bayle~s had no Lreen uack opponent, I,ut is it 
not a little strange that Mr. ll:lI'less should have been elected hy so brge <1 majori ty in 1 87~;' ,11HI thc 
nulym:111 tlw t \\'::1.S beat in 18So, even th e Judge of the E8.sle rn 1 Jistrict pulling throug h i G enual 
J8.ckson used to say that th e soher second tllought of the people II'r\S aJI\' ::1.Ys right; the people ek'<:led 
John by a brgc majority , II'h e n thl:'Y did not knoll' him: after th ey found him out th ey did not \\" 8. n t 
:my more of him. 

Mr. Bayless next compares me Benedict Arnold. N o\\' I\'hat sense or point is there in 
any such rot as this; if a Illan Irants to make a. I1..~ S S of himself hy talking giberish and nonsense. "ill' 
does he not seek a community of idiots flnd not a n intelligent c011lIllunity to display hilllsclf. What 
s imilarity is there l)ehi,~, t'l1 the charackr of lknec1ict .\mold and myself? ~\rno!d W:lS a tmitor to hi ~i 
rriends, and country. Wh a t fri ends, or what partll, or what country, did 1 el'LT betray ? [t gOl' ~ \l'ith, 
out saying that 1 have dOll e more ha.rd lI'ork , and more ullse lG sh work for the D emocr.l tie ['8. rtl ' or 
Harry County than any man ill it. lhyless m ust surely ha\'C m cnnt to compa re him self to .'\mo ld , as 
he of late years generall v sits on the fence dUrIng a political con tcs t , and 8. [ th e close tllmbles ove r to 
th e ,,·innin g side. . 

H e next tak es up the subject of " Ilaylessisrn.· ' He snys jtmean~ prog r<::ss, industry and pa yin g 
100 cents on the dollar. This is the side of the pi :: r' to h e exhibited to the sim ple mindcd, Thl' 
hard-listed yeomanry of the country look at it frolll a ti i fr.,~ rent sta llc1-p oinl. They think it means o ill y 
I g cent s on th e c10llar Irhen the I'ic(im ('an .t h elp hll1lsd f. th a it means hoglls warranty deeds, IJ la('k ­
l11~ i l for title, t:lI11I'l'fing with old deeds, I hidl h i; l.t'Y S , l}~ is forg e ry, land pira cy, a tramplin g und e r 
fooL o[ th e la\l'S of the land, :111'[ e stalJli shing a 0\1 t: 111::1.11 despotism over the people, These are SOllIe 
,,[ the reasons \l'hy the people of I·knry Con OlY ridest' Bayles ism" or ill gotten wealth, and lI·hy th ey 
:1Tl' determined to overtlm)\\ it. 

H e next discllsses the jV!c('onn c l or Cell1etcn' TO:ld . :-l.l1d here th e hr;lSs in hi~ r8.ce is m01"':: re ­
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pulsivc th ~n ever. He 58YS by th e .VIcConncll deed th e twenty fe et reverted to him; but the deed 
said when it GC:1.sed to be used as::t cemeterv rO:1cl. Bayless fenced it up himself and chilll ed that it 
Ilad ('caseeel to IJl' used, It is as if a father W:lS to l .romise his son n legacy at his death, and the son 
L,llls h1l11 to hasten th e legacy, 1 )oe5 l\'lr. J3:1yless tllink :lDy Court of Justi ce in the land would sanc­
t ion such condu ct as his! No! The cemetery had b in there for fiit.y years wi thout any protection, 
trusting to the ch:l rity and honesty of th e people to take care of it. l layless found it mthout direc­
tors or trustees to take care of it, or legally take its part. In th is defe ll seless condition, it could no 
more defend itself against. the veteran bnd grahber than .i\Iary's little lami> could dcfeud itsself against 
a hung ry \1"01f. nut the end is not yet, as Mr. llayless think..~: the people a rc going to ha.ve a say so 
ill that matter, and their WIJ.L, will be ca rri ed out. 

~ext he has ,something to say about Ill y doing business for Uncle Billy Earle; that Uncl e 1)!lly 
cleposlterl money III my safe, and could. not get it \I'hen he call ed for it , and he thou ght of proseeutlllg 
for embezzlement. Now this is one of Th vless' infern ~ l li cs; the 10 \1' down scoundrel k nO\\'illg that 11 C 

ha s no character himself, tries to blacken 0ther peopl t: 's good nam e. In th e first place. I ne ver had 
• 	 an)' sa fe the whole time I was in iJusiness in Cassville, and ill the next Uncle llilly Earle or no a ile 

else e\'er deposited a dollar with me "on cal]" but what he go t it \l"hen he demanded it. I ne\'cr 
used a llY of his money except what I gave my note for and paid interest on . In Janua ry 187 9 , as I 
was leavi ng for the L eg islature (revi sing session of nearly fiv c months), we had a settlement and he 
took Illy note for all tha t I was owing him. After I le ft I was told he kept his money in th e county 
safe; at <t il events, he never deposited it with me any more. "Vh en I re turn ed I paid him as much 
as I could on th e note , and continu ed to pay parti;1 paym ents and lllterest on it, until he trad ed it 
(It IJe ing $ I 80 olll y) to Dr. 1180 wkins in a settlement they wcre makin g . I paid Dr. Hawkins the cash 
for it as soon as T could. and now have th e note in my possession and have had it for several ye~l]'s. 
This is the true statement of the \ll~ltp r. ~nrl T h pli !? ,, €' th.~ people will belie ...e ·mc in preference to :, ..l C}, 

a not orious liar as i\t[tlnchausen B~,yl css . Long after J quit lJUsiness, U ncle Billy Earle occasionally 
came to my h ouse and took dinner with me, and always spoke of me to my fri ends in the hi ghest terms 
praise-a thlll g he \I'ould not. hav e done had there b een :1.11)' truth in Bayless' statement. And now 
.:'Ilr. Bayless . as I lielieve, you have had some e,perience yourself in the "elllbe;:zlement" business; 
we will have a "show-doll'n " from you, A few years ago, it is said a prominent t:ounty official de­
jJosited a sum of mon ey with you "on cal l. " and wh en he went to get it, it was $roo sbort· You 
could not, nr would not , give :llly sati sfact ory e"planat ion of the deficit, and he told yo u to your teeth 
th :1t \ 'OU had stolen it , alld gave you such a cursing as no man before ever had in Cassville, auri you 
suhmitted to it , because you knew you were gui lty and deserved it. I think by tfl(' time I get throu~h 
\\'ith )'Ou, yon 1\'il1 need some of that "bear's oil" oil on your own head. 

Bayless says in his diserta tion on paying debts , "pay what you can at the ti me of f<lib re and th e 
balance as soon as yuu ran; anything else is a loathsom e repudiation. " What a pity it is he did 
l1 0t t :lke this rain-llo\\' viel\' of th e case, wh en hc was crowding the Odd Fellows and Masons to the 
wall and payil1g them only rS ct:;. on th e dolla r on tbe whole in vestmen t, or paying them $r So and 
$ 175 for th eir In terest in the real estate of th e ;\ssoriation, wh en he kn e w very well it was worth 
double ~l t least, wh at he paid them. H e snarls at me for not looking after the business of the Associ­
aticJIl, when he knows , or could kn o\\' . th at I have held no office in th e l .oe!ge for IS years: he kn ows 
fllr lhel that his fi rm held 235 out of the 300 shares of th e i\ ssocintion , aile! they could have con­
trolled it in any Imy th ey sal\' fit. and it II':1S their husilJess to look after :md protect its interest. 

,\ great writer has snit.i, "never have a controversy with a li ar; for it never settles a nything , :1.nd 
th ere is no end to it; he can tell ther n f~ ster than you ."1.11 run th em down. far it is his peculiar tm:clc. 
:l\ld he \I' ill alwa ys have the last 'you are another' ." The gr~at tro uhle with :'vfr. Ihyless is, tha t he 
Ius now, awl for a long time has had, n mos t aggr:w:1ted atta ck of "big head." ' Some one to flatt er 
him has told him that he was a goo:! writer, and th at nos set hilll to scribbling, and he has not got 
sense enough to know when he ought to q lli t. The facts :Hi:' . tlw he has ,lot nie first clem ents of a 
controversialist; he has not th e natural aGility, he h:1.s not tht· education , and he has not got the equa­
lltmity of mind to engage in controversy; he h a~ no funcl (If ktlowl etl~e to dmw on. and reli es e ntirely 
on dril'el a nd rihadlry to gain his cause-which [liwa),s f;lils with sensihk people, For these and other 
ca uses he will always be ;1, failure wh t! n he a ttem pts to write , but whether be continues to write or not, 
he sho uld :thandon "land ]limry :end Iying"-that \\ ill ruin 'lny InJ.n. Satan was the first "land pirate 
and liar :" by king to om tirst p:uents he c1used th •. ,m to lose their heautlllli and happy 110111 <': in 
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paradise, and " land piracy and lying" have been a had business e\'er since, and everybody ought to 
shun those two great sins 
, Nfr. Bayle"s theft o f the cemet.ery ro:d wa;; th e la s t st.raw that broke the call1el's bac~ ; 
It. \Va;; so 0utrageousl y ill eg'al, "uclt a tla ),! iti o l1" outrage, that it GlU;;ec! the pcople to lonl; 111­

to and exami!l(: !11ore CJo"cly hi" metltod" of do 'n(r business: anrl til e result h:)." b ee ll, a IIni ­
\'er"al cOlldemn~Jti()n of his co nduct, ,... 

In all hi s le tte r;; he throw" pmcrty at me, alld says al;;o that r alii an ari;;(ocrat, III rc­
gard t o the tin,t T ;;hall nut pallia te 01 dt' ll y i -collt.e nting myse lf ch ee rflllly ill an humbl e 
-sph e re. prefe ring it. with consci o lLs rec titude of co nduct, rath e r than to have acqllired ill ­
gotte n, ;;tol e n wealth with which t o oppre"" m)' fellow-man, A" h) hi" o th e r charge of aris ­
tocra cy, that is a;; far fetcll ed anll a;; ill appropriate a;; hi" calling' lIIe Benedict Arnold; fo r 
from my earli est Tllallhood T ha\'e lJee ll an earne;;t lJe li e \'(~ r in th e principle;; of the Chri"t.ian • 
H,e1igi o n. and t he Bro th e rlwocl of Mankiud; Twas t<Lllght by piou;; pare ntf.: to do unto Illy 
nc iglllJo r as I wOllld have him do unto me. and to be kil1d and courteo tl" to all men. Th e;;l: 
principl es ha\'c bee n the rul e and guide of Ill)' faith and practice thus far through life, and 
will , I tru;;t. continll e! "0 to tIl e end. 

Mr. Bayle ;;" i" \'e ry I1IlIch di"tre"sed at Illy g'iving- ill Ill)' hou;;e and lot at only S400. 
thoug'll thi" if.: full" :,,, hig'h a \'aluation a,. other" pu t OIl their prope rty of th e ;;<1me claf.:f.: ­
h(lll"e" large l and bette r tkul l1Iine have been gi\'<~ n ill atS3S0, But why does he nnt practice 
what he prea che ;;. Th e capital " t ock o[ tlte Barry Co unty Bank. i;; SlO.OnO; alld he give" it 
in at SGJ)(,c" alld t o ld a mall \\'110 \\'a" talking of buy ing sO lll e of the " hare;; that t.h ey we re 
now we rth alJout 50n pe r cent.. lIlakiilg the capital s tock in hi" own e;;timation now wo rth 
S50, 000. alld yet he g'ave it in <I t (lilly 13 pe r ccnt, of that am011J1t, His ;;tock of me r chandi;;e 
!le give;; in at lInly S1O.000. whe n e veryoll e k!l o WS it i" worth at le<l"t S25,OOO, H e g-ot SB, OOO 

' Ill s urance aud "<l\'ed at the fire SlO,OOn worth of g ood;; oul' of th e bri ck ;;tore al o ne, ttl say 
not hing' of th e gl)od;; 10" t in the furniture departm ~nt and th t' I11 III be r yard, H e g al'e in thi;; 
"tatell1ellt of am()lInt o n haud. befo re the fire, alld it i,.. official. H e i;;;J 11i,,(' cilap, illdc('d. j() 
talk auollt oth e r p eople not giYing' in th e;r prope rty, ' 

~ow ill conclu;;ioll. 1 will tha't r al1l done witlI tlli,.. cOlltro \'e rs\', lInl es ;; !'om ethinl.r n t' w 

ancl unfo reseen shall come up that may need a re ply, I IIlIde rtook it for til e publi c gOO(1. and 

becall,.;e 1 did not like to sec one Tllan act the de"pot alld t.rample till' law of the lalld IIl1de r hi" 

fl'et , withollt at Iea"t a protest fnHn some Olle , No inte lligent pe r"on will say tliat Iii" letter" 

ha\'~ ;;IIOWII lip allY jll"tii-ication of IIi;; C()ndul~t. or allY rea "Ollf.: why the peopl e ;;h o uld "ui>lIlit 


,to ll!;; Iawle"" olltrage;;, H e h .. " tried to IJlllldolle [rom th l' out"et , and run dOWII IIi " oppo­
nent with ribaldry alld blaclq!' lIardi"llI. for h e knew 110 "Olllld arglJlll ellt co uld be olfe red in 
Iii " de fe nce, The "tate lll e nb and all egatioll" he has made clurin!!' thecolltnl\'c r s y. ha n : heen 
in almos t ('\'ery im.bnce fa];; (', , I have ;;11110\\ n up fmlll the hegillning hi" hy poc"ri "y , d ece it. 
doubl e d ealing', :1.1111 atte lllPts t o tlImw dust into the eye;; of th e penpk. to ni) ;; ucre til e trll e i,, ­
;;lI l',.. , Ami lI O W. if 1 have shown up Mllllchansen Bayl es;; to til e "ati;;[adio ll of tll c peo ple, I 
am more tll<tn cOlltent and happy in the thollg'lIt that I ha\'e at lea;;t f.:trll ck oll e hlow for (he 
O\'e rtlJrowof a corrllpt and dallg't' rou" tyrant. and o ll e who 1 helie\'e mean ;; to ~Ltkillp t t hL' 
en"la\'e me nf and rllin nf the peo ple, in ,...) far as th e ir prope rty i" ('onCl·flll·d, 

VER Y RF.SPECTF1:U , \ , eRAS. S. BH,YAN. 

CASSVILLE. MO .. September 10th. 1893. 
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